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That process can be daunting to investors skittish about such a long-term commitment or those too 

easily swayed about the "guess-work" that goes into predicting an overall price tag. 

Pointing to the findings of one study that projected construction costs jumping 15 percent per year 

for a nuclear power plant, Kee said such predictions are just that — not grounded in any factual 

basis. 

"Those finding are not correct. We have not built a nuclear power plant in this country in a long time," 

he said. "Any study looking at nuclear power plant construction costs will be based on just that — 

projections and estimates." 

Those upfront costs are high, he added, but the long-term benefit is a power source that lasts 60 

years and provides a level of certainty and continuity in the power grid once it's operational. 

While Utah enjoys some of the lowest electrical rates in the county, that could quickly change, 

panelists warned, with the advent of any air-quality program that aggressively caps carbon 

emissions — a cost that would then be passed onto consumers. 

Nuclear power is eco-friendly from an emissions standpoint and uses a market-stable commodity, 

uranium, that is not subject to the price fluctuations like natural gas, Kee said. 

"Uranium is stable," he said. "It is only used for energy production." 

Kee also rejected the premise that public policy makers should reject locating a nuclear power plant 

in Utah should its energy production be marketed elsewhere. 

"Utah coal plants are using Utah water and putting carbon into Utah's air — all for California 

customers," he said. "This is a Western power market, not a Utah power market." 
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